
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pinboard 1: {November} : Sun-Kissed, Sweet-Smelling 
 

“Crack The Shutters Open Wide” 
Spring Vibes 

 New interiors, spring weather coming, flowers, fresh linens, spring cleaning, new prints, textures, colour 
patterns, bike rides, morning coffee, pottery, wineries, DIY rings, tee-pees, wedding ideas, crafts, food 

platters, healthy juices, fashion essentials, polaroid’s, new recipes for snacks, splashes of colour, candle-
light, delicate jewelry, intimates, glitter, wedding bouquets 

 
 

http://www.pinterest.com/N3TPX/november-sun-kissed-sweet-smelling/ 
 
 

The November pinboard is aimed towards a very 
relaxed and ‘chilled-out’ as it were mood, inspired by 
the meaning of spring: in which vegetation begins to 
appear…in the southern hemisphere from September 
to November "in spring the garden is a feast of 
blossom". Introducing florals, soft fabrics with bursts 
of colour, textures and a feeling of new life. Spring is 
my favourite time of year because like the quote from 
the Snow Patrol song above, (“crack the shutters open 

wide, I want to bathe you in the light of day”), after winter has passed, everything springs to life again; 
people start to open up their homes, letting the new light in and the warm air, additionally getting their 
lives together for when summer returns. That’s why spring is almost like an easy Sunday morning: not 
quite warm enough to get out of bed, but always a pleasant day ahead. Funnily enough, my cousin just 
had her own Spring wedding in Clanwilliam, Cape Town, and she did it so perfectly with white linens, 
beautiful tulips, wood stumps, hay bails, champagne, and mellow pastel tones – beautiful.  
 
Article Idea 1 
Soft, Soft, Soft: think cool linens, soft furnishings, splashes of colour and spring-cleaning tips 
 
Article Idea 2  
The Coffee Cape: the perfect spots for an early morning coffee in and around Cape Town; perfect for that 
lazy Sunday morning or that rush on a Monday first thing 
 
Article Idea 3 
Pot Those Plants: crafty ways to get those beautiful blooms looking fabulous in DIY vases and 
arrangements to freshen up in and around the house 
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Pinboard 2: {December} : From Heat Wave to Ice-Up 
 

“How The Other Half Live":  
Summer & Winter in December in different parts of the world 

Winter Vacations in Europe: Winter sun - snowboarding, skiing, chalets, lodges, fire, warm drinks, festive 
treats, fur, comfy fashion, snow-top mountains, palm reading; 2015 predictions. Summer in South Africa: 

ice-cool drinks, beach days, surfing, mountain walks, yoga, pastel fashion, light foods, swimwear, 
camping, DIY, decorations, Christmas dinner treats 

 
http://www.pinterest.com/N3TPX/december-heat-wave-to-ice-up/ 

 
 
This theme and mood board is inspired by the 
opposite seasons that occur around the world in 
December. While some pine for the of winter sun for 
the Christmas period, heading to the Alps filled with 
beautiful snow covered mountains, snowboarding, 
chalet’s, gluvine and Après skiing, others are 
adamant on staying in their own territory for the 
summer heat, never the less, there are destinations 
all over the world to satisfy both needs. South Africa 

during the month of December it is the hottest time of year; with Australia, New Zealand, Asia, and even 
the Gran Canarias hitting the highest temperatures.  Capturing the essence of summer and winter within 
‘heat wave’ and ‘ice-up’; the other part of the world experience a complete cool-down, or freeze-up as it 
were. Europe becomes a white continent, perfect for winter sun; trade the white sandy beaches for the 
glistening white slopes. It’s fascinating that an over-night flight from Cape Town to London or Austria, 
Germany or France, can get you from one extreme to the other. Find within this mood board a slice of 
summer with surfing, beach walks, cool interiors and another slice of winter with fur rugs, fire lit lodges 
and festive goodies. 
 
Article Idea 1 
Ice-Cool Getaways: The readers guide to the most beautiful winter sunspots in Europe, a little cabin fever 
 
Article Idea 2  
Sassy Summer Snacks: from make-your-won lollies to take-away smoothie lunches and fruit packs for the 
ideal summer day during the Christmas period.  
 
Article Idea 3 
Road Trip-It: spend the Christmas season in some of the most beautiful spots in South Africa; think Knysna 
National Forest, Plettenberg Bay and lazing in the sun with champagne on the green grasses of 
Franschhoek’s exquisite wineries. 
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Case Study: {Problem} 
 

I think its important to acknowledge that contributors (more than likely) have a full / part-time job or study, 
therefore if they have other deadlines to meet this could potentially be a distraction for them from other 
deadlines; The Pretty Blog. Never the less, being a contributor to any website/ magazine/ blog is doing 
that person a favour; they gain experience, exposure, credit and a flavor for new topics and articles to 
write about in order for their names to be known in the journalism industry. The blog generates more 
interest from contributors writing new an engaging pieces, and adding contributors with exceptional 
talent and a flair for writing brings added value to the website. From both sides, both the blog and the 
contributor are needed just as much as the other in creating something special and successful. 
If a contributor was continually late in terms of meeting deadlines, I would take these steps to ensure that 
there was a way of meeting in the middle. For instance: 
 
1. Trial period: By signing an agreement at the beginning of contributing to the blog, this gives the 
contributor a chance to read the guidelines and terms and conditions before going any further. If the 
agreement is signed and understood then I think it’s fair to give the person a months trial period; if 
deadlines are met consecutively within the month then the contract can be continued further. This also 
gives the contributor a chance to see if they enjoy what they’re writing and researching about, and if not 
then they are able to discontinue their contribution, which is completely fair. 
 
2. Check Ups: Receiving e-mails all the time can be particularly annoying all day and everyday, no-
one likes to be bombarded on a daily basis with pointless e-mails and questions, however, to ensure that 
deadlines are met, it’s important that a relationship is kept between the company and the contributors: 
knowing that you’re there to help them if they get stuck, that you’re approachable enough so they can 
send an e-mail or call if they feel like what they’re writing about isn’t going well. By sending an e-mail 
every now and then to check up on the stages of the piece, this gives the contributor a nudge to continue 
writing and not neglect their work, but also gives them the opportunity to ask you questions or get some 
feed-back before sending a draft or final edit. A point in the right direction could be crucial for someone 
who is struggling, and if this doesn’t give him or her the nudge they need then that’s when you’re aware 
that they are not efficient or serious about their contribution. 
 
3. Less Exposure: If deadlines are not met then by giving the contributor less responsibility and 
exposure is only fair. If other contributors are meeting targets then they should get the credit they 
deserve, similarly if one isn’t pulling their weight then it’s unfair for that person to still gain the same 
exposure as someone who is adding x10 more than someone who isn’t. It’s a tough industry; we all know 
that. 
 
4.  Time is precious: As mentioned previously, having other responsibilities in life is fact. If someone 
does have more on their plate than they can manage and need more time (providing this is mentioned in 
advance to the deadline) then extra time can be given; extensions are necessary sometimes and its 
understandable if problems or situations arrive. Not to be taken lightly though - if it’s a regular occurrence 
that an extension is needed then again, less responsibilities and articles will be given / or they will be cut. 
 
5. Dropbox System: I’ve found that having a dropbox system is the ideal way to keep up to date with 
what is going on and what deadlines are when. If all contributors have access to a file where they can view 
who is writing what within what topic and what dates these are supposed to be met, then this keeps 
everyone on track. Everyone is in the loop and it also gives other contributors a chance to view what other 
people are writing about, a little inspiration never hurt! Colour coding names and topics and having a file 
that they can save and edit their work in is a great way to avoid being late or missing important 
information. 
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Case Study: {Problem - Email} 
 

Dear … 
 
First and foremost, thank you for your contributions to The Pretty Blog, we’ve enjoyed reading through all your 
work and hope that you are able to continue writing great articles for the website in the near future. 
 
Having said that, please note that if you’re unable to stick to deadlines then this is an issue we will have to discuss 
in terms of your future for writing for the blog. Deadlines are set so that what is produced for the website runs 
smoothly and pieces are written on time to accommodate other pieces on the blog which could already be up 
and able to view on the blog. 
 
We understand that everyone has commitments and ‘forgetting’ or having ‘distractions’ is part of reality, but a skill 
we require for contributing to the blog is efficiency and we only ask you respect the agreement and in the future 
to meet the requirements. 
 
We picked you to write for the Blog because of your talent, and we can only expose how good you truly are if we 
all help to meeting the due dates. 
If you’re unable to meet future deadlines, please let me or anyone involved in the website know prior to this so 
that we can re-arrange a deadline date for you, or cut the amount of articles you write so that we give you more 
time and we allocate topics to other contributors that can make the deadlines. 
Thank you for understanding and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind Regards always, 
 
Natalie Paterson 
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Business: {Product Development} 
 

   Candles 
 

Perhaps a little cliché, but the fact of the matter is that candles are perfect in so many ways and for 
so many reasons. Candles are great for all occasions, events and presents. The great thing about 
producing candles is that they can be personalised; scented to fit difference times of the year, have 
writing on them for a birthday treat or an occasion such as a wedding. Even I love that candles can 
be the essence of relation and you can never have too many of them; they give off a beautiful light 
in any room and having unusual smells (the smell of cut grass being one of my favourites) means 
that to fit the time of year, a candle can be purchased. If I’m ever stuck buying a present for my 
mum then a selection of candles is always the answer – white in colour, vanilla or linen in scent, 
she’s always over the moon to have more in the bathroom after a long day. This is the kind of 
product that can be sold all year round and personalised for a specific person. 

 
 
     
    The Travel Journal 
 

Everyone needs a travel journal in their life. For me personally, it’s a necessity. I can’t stand the 
thought of going to a new place and only capturing pictures, and not the funny moments or the 
scribbles on a page reminiscing over the day with a friend. I do everything in my travel journal, I 
write affirmations for the day, and I doodle in it when I’m on a long flight or on an endless train 
journey – it’s almost a little sanctuary for me. Travel journals can be scruffy and worn in; that’s what 
gives them they’re ‘loved’ look and feel which is why I carry one with me everywhere. A fantastic 
product to have, again for a present or even for yourself, you can make it what you will; a prized 
possession or a doodle book for sketching scenery or beautiful lazy palm trees. Trust me, having 
one now will be worth looking back on in 10 years time to re-read and laugh about all the 
wonderful things you forgot on your travels and journeys. 

 
     
   Scrap Book 
 

For the playful mum of 4, the kid of 5 or the arty dad, a scrapbook is a playful product fit for all. I 
think they are so great to keep in the house and for every day use. If you’re a hoarder of your 
favourite recipes, the scrapbook can be a keep-safe place to keep your beloved brownie recipe 
from 15 years ago, or your famous chicken casserole. It’s an item you can keep to put magazine 
scraps for your wedding day, for the kids to put their art-work and many, many more. A scrapbook 
is a fun item to have as a product on The Pretty Blog because it can be as fun as it looks on the 
outside as the inside: bright, youthful, organized and tidy. Everything that lingers around the house 
can go in here with no problem; envelopes on numerous pages, sticky pages for notes, holders for 
random findings and photo holders for that great day out at the theme park or the walk up Table 
Mountain; it will have what you need. One of these products may not even be enough, hence why 
you could buy single or double packs of them so that you can have more than one in the family, or 
a different scrapbook for different items or uses.  
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Guidelines: {Contributors} 
{Aim} 
As a contributor you are literal and visual storytellers capturing moments of life, and reporting to the 
topics within Food & Wine, Travel, Kids & Family, Wedding and Style.  
The primary aim for the content for the blog is to engage and inspire people. The Pretty Blog 
provides exciting and new ideas that everyone can use in their life; to try new things, read something 
different rather than the daily newspaper. It has a little something for everyone. 
As a Pretty Blog contributor you will gain credit and exposure for writing for an exciting and high 
commendable blog that will showcase your pieces in the best way possible. We want for your 
contribution to act as an opportunity for you in the way of experience, brand alignment, recognition 
and networking opportunities too. 
 
{Just To Note…} 
When you are working on a piece for The Pretty Blog you are representing the blog, therefore it is 
important that you remain professional and respectful at all times (either in public for an event or 
interviewing an individual or business).  
Images are key for content, so make sure to check that what you’re photographing is ok to 
photograph and you have permission. If there are ‘recognisable’ people in the shot, make sure you 
have their consent to be in the image - If they do not consent, make sure to not shoot images with 
them in it. Where you will want to reference the ‘subject’ (person, building or otherwise) in 
the image, make sure to provide this with your article submission.  
 
{For Us} 
The content for The Pretty Blog needs to remain exclusive. Using your article/s through your own 
website and social media is completely fine as a way of showing how great your work is, and why 
not, you should be proud of what you produce! It would be great if you always backlink to the blog 
though.  
	  
{Images & Media} 

• Ideally between 300 – 600+ words (this also does depend on how many images you wish to 
use and if the article has a lot of content needed to explain what it is you are writing about). 

• All links (url/social media) to be provided just after what is to be linked in brackets in bold: 
e.g. “copy copy copy (www.url.com.au)” 

• Certain images for specific places: indicate the image file name, for example: 
“copy copy copy. (IMAGE: “South-africa-wedding_01”) 

• Where appropriate, add contact details of venue/event/interviewee/etc. 
• Reference any quoted material 
• Landscape:800x600pm / Portrait: 600x800mm 
• Images to be named in a descriptive manner and noted for which article it is relevant too 
• Natural and relaxed shots. 
• Shots should be well composed, capturing exciting and unique content - make good use of 

colour and lighting. Shots should be in focus and have a balanced exposure: artistic is great! 
• Quality not quantity is key. We would prefer 2 great shots as opposed to 8 pretty good shots. 
• Make sure you keep your original shots, as we may need then in the future (for print 

publication - as long as you are happy for this purpose. Image recognition will always be 
given. 
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